
Embassy Suites Hotel  •  Murfreesboro, Tennessee

Tuesday, January 12, 6 p.m. – 10 p.m.

January 12–14, 2016

50th Anniversary

Celebration banquet

2016 ConferenCe & tradeshow

dinner, awards, 
Keynote, More!

don’t Miss our Keynote speaker 
at the Celebration banquet —

PhilliP fulMer
former ut head football Coach
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e

tennessee turfgrass association
Since 1965, the Tennessee Turfgrass Association has held strong to its core mission: To promote the turfgrass
industry through education, scholarship and research. As we celebrate our first 50 years, we eagerly invite
you to join us at this year’s conference and tradeshow at the beautiful Embassy Suites Murfreesboro. Along with 
excellent education and an expanded tradeshow floor, we will be celebrating our 50th Anniversary with a special 
Celebration Dinner complete with food, drinks, fellowship, special awards and recognitions, and a keynote 
address by former UT football coach Phil Fulmer.

Come Grow With Us,

Paul Carter, CGCS
2014–2015 TTA President.

TTA Board of Directors and Officers
President, Paul Carter, CGCS, 
 (423) 344-6374 paul.carter@tn.gov
Vice President, Theo Lankford, 
 (615) 799-8664 theo@playrecsports.com
Secretary Treasurer, Jason Pooler, 
 (731) 642-3092 triturfsodfarms@bellsouth.net
Past President, Bob McCurdy, 
 (731) 692-3515 mccurdyb@bellsouth.net
Executive Director, Shelia Finney, 
 (615) 533-3925 smfinney319@gmail.com

Directors
Scott Freund, Richland Country Club
Timothy Long, Smith Turf and Irrigation
Mickey Lovett, Harrell’s
Mitch Parker, Ladd’s, Inc.
Jason Sanderson, Cherokee Country Club
Doug Ward, Belle Meade Country Club
Kurt Dryen, Advanced Turf Solutions
Doug Estes, Gulf Coast Organics
Cal Hill, WinField Solutions
Joe Hill, retired
Bill Marbet, Southern Athletic Fields
Chris Sykes, Tellico Village

2015 Conference Education Committee
Dr. James Brosnan, Ph.D.
Chris Sykes
Jason Sanderson

Advisory Members
Bill Blackburn, Smith Turf and Irrigation
Jim Brosnan, Ph.D., The University of Tennessee
Brandon Horvath, Ph.D.,  The University of Tennessee
Lynn Ray, Golf Management Group
Jeff Rumph, CGCS, Gatlinburg Country Club
Tom Samples, Ph.D., The University of Tennessee
John Sorochan Ph.D., The University of Tennessee
Wesley Totten, Ph.D., University of Tennessee at Martin

50th Anniversary Celebration Committee
Mr. Theo Lankford, Chair
Doug Ward
Jason Pooler
Frank Turner
Tom Samples, Ph.D.
Jim Brosnan, Ph.D.
Cal Hill
Shelia Finney
Paul Carter, CGCS

TTA Scholarship and Awards Committee
Mr. Cal Hill, Chair
Jason Sanderson
Doug Ward
Mitch Parker
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tta’s 50th anniversary Conference & Celebration

tuesday, January 12, 2016

 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. General Morning Sessions 
for Golf and Sports Turf

 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Lunch (on your own)

 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Business and Professional 
Development Session

 4:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. TGCSA Annual Meeting 
TVSTMA Annual Meeting

 4:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. TTA Annual Business Meeting

 6:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Celebration Dinner and 
TTA Awards Presentation, 
plus Keynote Address by 
former UT Coach Phil Fulmer

wednesday, January 13, 2016

 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Tradeshow Exhibitor Setup

 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Concurrent Morning Sessions 
for Golf and Sports Turf

 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Lunch (on your own)

 1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Tradeshow and TTA Social

 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Exhibitor Breakdown

thursday, January 14, 2016

 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Concurrent Morning Sessions 
for Golf and Sports Turf

 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. University of Tennessee 
Student Internship Feature

1:00 p.m. Conference Adjourns

announcing our new 
Conference Venue!
In anticipation of a larger-than-usual turnout for our 50th 
Anniversary Conference and Celebration, we have selected the 
new Embassy Suites in Murfreesboro, TN, to serve as our
2016 venue! Not only will the education rooms be more roomy 
(no more cramped, standing-room-only sessions), but we will 
also have a more spacious tradeshow with exhibits from the 
industry's leading suppliers and manufacturers.

This year’s special room rates of $149 to $159 per night include 
not only plush accommodations but also:

 a free cook-to-order breakfast each day

  a free open bar and appetizers during the Manager’s
reception each day from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

 free parking

Now that’s true Southern hospitality!

We hope you’re as excited about our new venue as we are! 
To go ahead and make your reservations, call the Embassy 
Suites — 866-715-0006 — and ask for the Tennessee Turfgrass 
Association group rate. Please reserve your room as soon as 
possible in order to help reduce the conference’s overall cost 
for the association.

sChedule at a glanCe
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C e l e b r a t i o n  b a n q u e t

Keynote speaker 
Phil fulmer
Yes, that’s right — our keynote address will 
be delivered by Phillip Fulmer, former head 
coach of The University of Tennessee Volun- 
teers football team from 1992 to 2008! Coach 
Fulmer’s .745 winning percentage — with 
a 152–52 record — ranks in the top five in 
modern college football history. During his 
tenure, he coached and mentored 18 All- 
Americans and 92 NFL draft picks. Coach Fulmer’s football team 
was consistently tough, winning the school’s first BCS national 
championship in 1998. A conference champion player himself in 
the Southeastern Conference (SEC), Fulmer won two SEC titles 
as a head coach and led his squad to win or share the SEC East 
title seven times. His holistic approach earned Fulmer unprece- 
dented recognition from his peers—the second coach in history 
to earn the Eddie Robinson Coach of Distinction Trophy, the 
presidency of the American Football Coaches Association and 
national, regional and conference Coach of the Year honors. Coach 
Fulmer most recently was inducted into the 2012 National Foot- 
ball Foundation and College Football Hall of Fame.

Today, Fulmer is a founding partner at BPV Capital Man- 
agement and serves as part of the company’s business-develop- 
ment team. In his keynote presentation, Coach Fulmer will 
share insights into his life and career at UT, how the prepara- 
tion of the football fields changed during his tenure and about 
his many interactions with other sports turf managers and golf 
course superintendents.

You will not want to miss what promises to be a truly memo- 
rable evening!

thanks to our Celebration banquet sponsors

tuesday, January 12, 2016 
6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
This year, in honor of our 50th Anniversary, we’re celebrating with 
a special dinner on Tuesday, January 12! Not only will we announce 
scholarship recipients and TTA’s 2015 Award winners, including 
a special presentation for the Professional of the Year Award, but 
we will also have a roundtable discussion on the state of the 
turfgrass industry in Tennessee.

banquet schedule in brief

Welcome from TTA President

Dinner and Drinks

Announcement of 2015 TTA 
Award and Scholarship Winners

Dr. Tom Samples Lifetime Achievement Award

TTA Professional of the Year Award

History of TTA panel discussion, featuring:
	 	 Bill	Blackburn,	Smith	Turf	&	Irrigation
	 	 Jim	Kirkley
	 	 Rod	Lingle,	Ridgeway	Country	Club
	 	 David	Stone,	The	Honors	Course
	 	 Jim	Thomas,	TPC	at	Southwind
	 Moderated by:
	 	 Frank	Turner,	Cochran	McDonalds
	 	 Dr.	John	Sorochan,	The	University	of	Tennessee

Keynote Presentation by Phillip Fulmer, 
Former UT Head Football Coach

don’t Miss our special 50th anniversary Celebration 
banquet, awards & Keynote!
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1:00 p.m. – 2.00 p.m.
Economic Impact of the Turfgrass Industry 
in Tennessee

Dr.	Burton	English,	The	University	of	Tennessee

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Key Interviewing & 
First Impression Strategies

Ms.	Laura	Katen,	Katen	Consulting
This session will:
•  Increase your overall awareness

to key interviewing 
and self-presentation techniques.

•  Share strategies that you can immediately use to develop,
strengthen and refine your professional presence, 
interviewing skills and interactions.

•  Facilitate interactive exercises or discussions to help
you utilize key strategies. 

3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Financial Skills for Tomorrow’s 
Successful Golf Course Managers

Mr.	Craig	Current,	Legacy	Golf	Management
Be involved in the decisions that affect your budgets. 
This session will cover decoding balance sheets, income 
statements and cash-flow concepts.

Highlights will include:
• Dinner and drinks
• Annual Awards presentation
•  History of TTA panel discussion, featuring:

Bill	Blackburn,	Smith	Turf	&	Irrigation
Jim	Kirkley
Rod	Lingle,	CGCS,	Ridgeway	Country	Club

David	Stone,	The	Honors	Course
Jim	Thomas,	CGCS,	TPC	at	Southwind

Moderated by:
Frank	Turner,	Cochran	McDonalds
Dr.	John	Sorochan,	The	University	of	Tennessee

•  Keynote Presentation by former UT football head coach,
Phillip Fulmer

Concurrent Morning Classes — golf turf
Presented by TGCSAA
(Mirabella A–D Classrooms)

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
What I Have Seen in 42 Years as a Golf 
Course Superintendent at Three Courses

Mr.	David	Stone,	The	Honors	Course
David will discuss the things he has learned, both positive 
and negative.

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Communications Skills for Today’s Superintendent

Mr.	Bill	Maynard,	CGCS,	GCSAA
Learn how to communicate with all stakeholders and 
your team to achieve your goals.

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Preparing for the Ryder Cup

Mr.	Chris	Tritabaugh,	
Hazeltine	National	Golf	Club
Discover what it really takes to prepare 
for a championship tournament.

Concurrent Morning Classes — sports turf
Presented by TVSTMA
(Cambridge A–B Classrooms)

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Challenges of Managing Turf in 2015

Mr.	Kenny	Franks,	Jackson	Sportsplex
Mr.	Terry	Porch,	Tennessee	Titans
Mr.	Thomas	Trotter,	Nashville	Sounds
Learn the techniques of successful sports-field managers 
in a year with challenges.

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Grass Can Take More

Mr.	Jerad	Minnick,	Growing	Innovations
New, creative, budget-responsible solutions 
can improve natural-grass field quality and 
meet the demand for increased use.

tuesday, January 12

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.  •  LUNCH (on your own)

4:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  •  TTA Annual Business Meeting (Mirabella A–D Classrooms)  •  All members are encouraged to attend.

4:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  •  TGCSA Annual Meeting (Mirabella A–D Classrooms)  •  TVSTMA Annual Meeting (Cambridge A–B Classrooms)

business and Professional development
(Mirabella A–D Classrooms)

tennessee turfgrass association 50th anniversary banquet
6:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.  •  (Mirabella E–F)

t t a ' s  5 0 t h  a n n i V e r s a r y  C o n f e r e n C e  P r o g r a M
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Concurrent Morning Classes — sports turf
(Oakleigh A–B Classrooms)

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Integrated Pest Management for Sports Fields at All Levels

Dr.	Clint	Waltz,	University	of	Georgia
Learn how to manage your fields to reduce inputs 
and maximize your results in pest management.

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Overview of Hybrid Turfgrass Systems

Dr.	Adam	Thoms,	The	University	of	Tennessee
Learn how these new systems can help make your field 
more playable.

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Fraze Mowing Explained

Mr.	Jerad	Minnick,	Growing	Innovations
What is it really? Where did it come from? 
And, ultimately, can it help you? Bring your questions 
and curiosity, as this aggressive maintenance practice is 
anything but traditional!

Concurrent Morning Classes — golf turf
(Mirabella A–D Classrooms)

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 a.m.
Bent versus Bermudagrass: A Transition Zone Debate

Moderators: 
Mr.	Jason	Sanderson,	Cherokee	Country	Club
Mr.	Chris	Sykes,	Tellico	Village
Mr.	Scott	Wicker,	Black	Creek	Club

Team Bentgrass: 
Dr.	Brandon	Horvath,	The	University	of	Tennessee
Mr.	Jeff	Huber,	The	Golf	Club	of	Tennessee
Dr.	John	Sorochan,	The	University	of	Tennessee
Mr.	Dan	Stump,	Chickasaw	Country	Club

Team Bermudagrass:
Dr.	Jim	Brosnan,	The	University	of	Tennessee
Mr.	Paul	Carter,	CGCS,	Bear	Trace	at	Harrison	Bay
Mr.	Chris	Hartwiger,	USGA
Mr.	Rod	Lingle,	CGCS,	Ridgeway	Country	Club

Which turfgrass will work better for you?

Concurrent Morning Classes — golf turf
(Mirabella A–D Classrooms)

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
PGA Forum on the Golf Professional 
and Superintendent Relationship

Mr.	Ken	Crowder,	Tennessee	PGA	President
Mr.	Scott	Moran,	Fox	Den	Country	Club
Mr.	Chris	Dibble,	Holston	Hills	Country	Club
Mr.	Jerry	Williams,	Oak	Ridge	Country	Club
Mr.	Jim	West,	Tellico	Village
How to have a more productive relationship and 
improve communication.

10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
2015 Golf Course Architect Feature — Why Renovate?

Mr.	Bill	Bergin,	ASCGA,	Bergin	Golf
Learn the questions you should ask before you decide 
whether to renovate or not.

Concurrent Morning Classes — sports turf
(Oakleigh A–B Classrooms)

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Practical Water-Conservation Techniques for Sports Fields

Dr.	Clint	Waltz,	University	of	Georgia
Learn how to manage your turf to conserve a valuable 
resource and make your turf happy.

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Discussion on the State of Sod Industry in the Mid South

Moderators:
Mr.	Doug	Estes,	Winstead	Turf	Farms
Mr.	Bob	McCurdy,	McCurdy	Sod	Farms
Mr.	Jason	Pooler,	Tri-Turf	Sod	Farms

11:00 a.m. – 11:00 p.m.
Roundtable Discussion on Sports Turf in Tennessee

Moderators:
Mr.	Darrell	Deny,	The	University	of	Tennessee
Mr.	Bill	Marbet,	Southern	Athletic	Fields
Dr.	John	Sorochan,	The	University	of	Tennessee
Dr.	Adam	Thoms,	The	University	of	Tennessee

wednesday, January 13

thursday, January 14

1:00 p.m.  •  Conference Adjourns  •  Please have a safe trip home.

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.  •  LUNCH (on your own)

1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  •  TRADESHOW AND TTA SOCIAL — Please support our vendors!
Tradeshow floor.

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.  •  UT Student Internship Feature
Mr.	Hunter	Salts,	The	University	of	Tennessee	&	Mr.	Taylor	Williams,	The	University	of	Tennessee
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Please	list	all	information	as	you	would	like	it	to	appear	
in	the	2016	TTA	Directory.

Name: ___________________________________________________

Company Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________

Telephone: ________________________________________________

Fax: _____________________________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________

Twitter Handle: ____________________________________________

Please	list	the	first	and	last	names	of	the	
persons	attending	the	2016	Conference	&	
Trade	Show.	Attach	separate	list	if	needed.

1) ___________________________________

2) ___________________________________

3) ___________________________________

4) ___________________________________

5) ___________________________________

6) ___________________________________

7) ___________________________________

Please CoMPlete, sign and return this forM with your PayMent.
Mail to the tta office at 400 franklin road, franklin, tn  37069, or 

scan and email to shelia finney at smfinney319@gmail.com.

Primary function

turf Manager CoMMerCial Vendor
 Golf Course
 Parks & Recreation
 Sports Field
 Hotel/Resort

 Hospital/Health Care
 School/University
 Cemetery
 Sod Producer
 Other____________

  Commercial
Lawn Care
 Retail Center
 Landscaping

 Irrigation Contractor
 DOT
 Other_____________

 Equipment Dealer
 Distributor
 Manufacturer
 Other_____________

registration options

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 total
Primary Member Registration.............$185.00
Price	includes	2016	membership	dues.

Associate Member Registration ..........$125.00
Registrants	from	the	same	facility	are	eligible	
for	Associate	Membership	if	the	facility	has	two	
primary	members.

Student Member Registration ...............$60.00

One-Day Pass (Limit 1) ........................$80.00

One-Day Student Pass (Limit 1) ...........$10.00

First-Time Attendee One-Day Pass .......FREE

50th	Anniversary	Celebration	Banquet ...FREE

Endowment Fund Contribution
	Research			 	Scholarship			 	Extension

grand total

TTA Office Use Only:    Date ________________    Check No. ________________    Cash ________________

50th annual tennessee turfgrass association Conference and tradeshow M e M b e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r M
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e x h i b i t o r  s e r V i C e  o r d e r  f o r M

opening and Closing
The tradeshow officially opens at 1:00 p.m., Wednesday, January 
13, 2016, and will close at 6:00 p.m., Wednesday, January 13, 2016.

exhibit set-up and breakdown
General booth set-up will be from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., 
Wednesday, January 13, 2016. All exhibits must break down 
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 13, 2016.

booths
There will be ninety (80) 10' x 8' booths available. Each will be 
piped and draped. Each will have a 6' skirted table, 2 chairs, 
waste-basket and one I.D. sign.

Contract for space
The application for space and the formal notice of assignment 
constitutes a contract for the right to use the space so allotted. 
In the event of fire, strikes, or other uncontrollable circumstances, 
the contract will not be binding. The Tennessee Turfgrass Associ- 
ation reserves the right to cancel any contract with any exhibitor 
any time prior to or during the conference.

use of space
All demonstrations, interviews, distributions of advertising 
material or other activities must be confined to the limits of the 
exhibit booths. No exhibitor shall assign, sublet or share the 
whole or part of the space allotted without the knowledge and 
approval of the Tennessee Turfgrass Association.

insurance and fire Protection
The Tennessee Turfgrass Association will exercise all reasonable 
care for the protection of exhibitor’s material and displays. An 
official of the trade show committee will be on duty in the exhibit 
area during set-up and breakdown periods. The exhibit area will 
be secured during non-exhibit hours.

liability
The exhibitor agrees to make no claim against the Tennessee 
Turfgrass Association nor its members or employees for loss, 
theft, damage or destruction of goods, nor any injury to himself/ 
herself, or employees prior, during or subsequent to the period 
covered by the exhibit contract, nor for any damage whatsoever, 
including the damage to his business by reason of failure to pro- 
vide space for the exhibit, nor for failure to hold the Conference 
as scheduled. The exhibitor, upon signing the contract for exhibit 
space, expressly releases the foregoing named conference and 
individuals from any and all claims for such loss, damage 
or injury.

Cancellation
In the event an exhibitor must cancel, and cannot exhibit, 
the following will apply.

A.  If the reserved booth or island can be contracted,
a 100% refund will be granted.

B.  If the reserved booth or island can not be contracted,
a 50% refund will be granted.

Please indicate preferences on 
Exhibit Space contract
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50th annual tennessee turfgrass association Conference and tradeshow ContraCt  for  exh ib i t  sPaCe

booths size unit PriCe quantity total
Booths

(Max. limit of 4)
80 Sq. Ft. $510

Additional Membership to TTA:
1 included with 10' x 8' booth rental.

$50

grand total

first ChoiCe seCond ChoiCe third ChoiCe
Booth Preference

Please make checks payable to:
Tennessee Turfgrass Association  •  400 Franklin Road  •  Franklin, TN 37069

Please print or type the following:
Name: _______________________________________________ Member Name: _______________________________________
 (Person responsible for the booth) (To be included in Directory)

Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Firm: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
 (As your ID sign should read)

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

City:_________________________________________________ State: ________ Zip: ___________________________________

Telephone: ____________________________________________ Fax: ________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

** ADDITIONAL NAMES FOR BADGES:  ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(** If more space is needed, please attach a complete list.)

** ADDITIONAL MEMBERSHIPS:  __________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(** If more space is needed, please attach a complete list.)

Brief description of the products/services you sell or provide:  ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All reservations are made on a first-paid, first-reserved basis only. Please note the cancellation policy as outlined on page 9 under 
“Exhibitor Rules & Regulations.” If electricity is required, please contact TTA at (615) 533-3925 for the Embassy Suites Murfreesboro 
form and further information.







You’re Invited!

We hope to see you here!

inside, you’ll find all you need to attend tta’s 

most exciting annual Conference ever, including 

details about our new venue, our 50th anniversary 

Celebration banquet (including keynote presenter, 

Phil fulmer), the program for the educational 

sessions and tradeshow, and all registration 

forms (for both attendees and vendors).

Embassy Suites Hotel  •  Murfreesboro, Tennessee

January 12–14, 2016

2016 ConferenCe & tradeshow


